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The City of Thornton Has Been Warned
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Erie from page 3
No summons and complaint shall be issued and no
person shall be convicted at trial for violating this
subsection unless a minimum of two witnesses
from separate households testify about the nature
of the nuisance odor.
No civil action shall be filed in the municipal
court, and no abatement order shall be issued by
the court under this Chapter unless a minimum of
two witnesses from separate households testify
about the nature of the nuisance odor.
A petition titled " Erie, CO Residents: Protect your
rights to enjoy your community, family, friends
and BBQ," has circulated in the weeks since
trustees first took up the ordinance. As of
Tuesday's vote, the petition has almost 500
signatures.
Erie Mayor Pro-Tem Mark Gruber noted that
outdoor food preparation, such as concerns about
grilling, are already exempted under town's
nuisance code.

All of what you have read in this month’s
CAMRO is disturbing. Colorado continues
to be under attack from outside interest
g ro u p s f u n d e d b y i n d i v i d u a l s a n d
organizations determined to bring down the
industry that provides so much benefit to
the state, and the world.
While the Erie ordinance has some element
of humor to it, make no mistake, the concept
of identifying any aspect of oil and gas
development as a nuisance is gaining a
cachet in the anti oil and gas advocacy.
If something is legally defined as a nuisance,
and it is deemed unlawful within a
community our right to be compensated for
a regulatory taking becomes much more
difficult. That is the strategy being suggested
by some legal theorists such as Professor
Kevin Lynch who runs the Environmental
Law Clinic at the University of Denver Law
School.

Assistant Attorney General Kyle Davenport on behalf of the
COGCC has written a letter warning the City of Thornton
that it will be in violation of Colorado law if it passes its new
42 page ordinance regulating oil and gas development.
The letter states that “under the law of operational
preemption, local governments may not enact regulations
that conflict with the Oil and Gas Conservation Act or
COGCC regulations in a matter of mixed or statewide
concern.”
There are several aspects of the Thornton ordinance that
conflict with state law. Royalty and mineral owners will be
deprived of the right to have their property developed by one
aspect, Thornton will require an unnecessary and
overreaching setback. Here is the setback language:
(b) Setbacks. The applicant agrees to locate well sites
and production sites in accordance with the following
setbacks. These setback requirements may not be
altered.
(1) Any type of well pad and above-ground production
facility will be located at least 1000 feet from occupied
buildings, or a proposed building that has applied for a
building permit that requires a certificate of occupancy
pursuant to the Code. Measurement shall be taken
from the edge of either the nearest well pad or aboveground production facility to the nearest wall or corner
of any such buildings.
Continued on page 2

Save the Date:
Events

September 16
Platteville
Anadarko is sponsoring a
meeting for CAMRO members
and royalty payees at their
facility in Platteville 501 N.
Division Blvd, on September
16th starting at 9:00 am.
Expect coffee, pastry, and
great presentations from
Anadarko’s revenue and
accounting departments.
There will be speculation of
what to expect during the
upcoming legislative session.
Also an update on threats to
industry.
September 21
Grand Junction
West Slope COGA and
CAMRO are co-hosting an
informational meeting in Grand
Junction at the Two Rivers
Convention Center 159 Main
Street. Presentations will be
followed by a bar-b-q dinner
for all attendees
RSVP to either event at the
CAMRO website

(2) Any type of well pad and aboveground production facility will be
located at least 750 feet from the
boundary line of platted residential lots
and the boundary line of any Outdoor
Activity Areas. Measurement shall be
taken from the edge of either the
nearest well pad or above-ground
production facility to the boundary line
of the platted residential lots or any
Outdoor Activity Area.
(3) Any type of well pad and aboveground production facility will be
located at least 500 feet from the
ordinary high water mark of any water
body, or the edge of the bank of any
irrigation or lateral ditch.
(4) Any type of well pad and aboveground production facility shall be
located at least 500 feet from the
boundary line of the property where
the Oil and Gas Location is situated.
This wording in and of itself renders the
entire ordinance moot. The Illustration to
the right shows Thornton’s bounds, and
the pink circles show what happens when
these setbacks are applied. This is a defacto ban on all drilling within the city.
The ordinance passed on first reading in
July, and will face a second reading and
vote by city council in late August.
Royalty and Mineral Owners must again
rely on the state to enforce state law and
protect our private property rights. If the
state does not prevail in stopping this kind
of local control overreach, Mineral and
Royalty owners will be forced to demand
just compensation due to regulatory
taking.

The City of Broomfield Continues To Be
An Anti Oil and Gas Advocacy Target.
A petition has been submitted by a citizens group that
aims to change the city charter. Sara Loflin, Executive
Director of LOGIC, the League of Oil and Gas
Impacted Coloradans, filed the document with the
election division.
The petition aims to add the following language under
Section 2.1 - Powers, Rights and Liabilities: "With
regard to oil and gas development near the City's
populated areas and within the City’s boundaries, such
powers shall include but not be limited to plenary
authority to regulate all aspects of oil and gas
development, including land use and all necessary
police powers. As such. Broomfield shall condition oil
and gas development permits to require oil and gas
development to only occur in a manner that does not
adversely impact the health, safety and welfare of
Broomfield's residents in their workplaces, their homes,
their schools. and public parks in order to protect the
public's health, safety, and welfare and to safeguard the
environment and wildlife resources.”

Erie Approves Odor Ordinance Meant to
Impact Oil and Gas Development
Section 5. That Title 5, “Public Health and Safety,”
Chapter 1, “Abatement of Nuisance Code,” Section
5-1-6, “Specific Nuisances Enumerated,” of the Erie
Municipal Code shall be and hereby is amended to add
a new sub-paragraph H. to read as follows: H. Odor
Emissions. It shall be unlawful and a public nuisance
for any person, tenant, occupant or property owner to
permit the emission of odor from any source to result in
detectable odors that leave the premises and are
detected by a reasonably prudent person with a normal
sense of smell to the exterior of the premises or at any
adjoining property or public right- of way, and that
causes annoyance or otherwise detrimentally affects the
general health, safety, welfare or use and enjoyment of
one’s property.
Continued on Back Page

